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Officers and Contact Information: 

 

President: Mr Roger Patterson                 

Chairman: Mr Tom Moore     

Hon. Treasurer: Mr Murray West  

Hon. Secretary: Mrs Sue Elliott          

Membership: Mr Gordon Allan 

Newsletter: Miss Caroline Drewett 

WISBOROUGH GREEN  

BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION 

DIARY OF EVENTS 
 

APIARY MEETINGS 
 

See Page 8 for a list of the scheduled apiary meetings. 
 

Monday 16th February - Lecture by Michael Palmer ‘The Sustainable Apiary’.   

Loconfield Hall, Petworth.  7:30pm.  

Saturday 28th February - WSBKA Annual Convention. (See page 4.) 

 

Saturday 7th March - Wisborough Green Division’s ‘Beginners’ and Improvers’ 

Day’.  Pulborough Village Hall.  See details on the Wisborough Green and County web-

sites. 

Monday 13th April - ‘Biological Clues For Good Bee Management’.  Lecture by Prof. 

Keith Delaplane from the University of Georgia, USA at Leconfield Hall, Petworth 

7:30pm.  Free to WSBKA members. 

Saturday 25th April - WSBKA Annual Bee Market & Auction at Brinsbury  

 

The editor would like to apologise for the late publication of this edition of the newsletter.  

Normal service will be resumed for the March edition! 

 

 

To help reduce the carbon footprint, parking and traffic on the roads we ask members 

to share vehicles if possible when attending meetings.  

 
 

01403 790637 roger-patterson@btconnect.com 

01798 343470 stone.house@btinternet.com 

01798 867048 murray@mt-w.co.uk 

01403 752493 sj.elliott@ukgateway.net 

01798 343470 petworthgordon@btopenworld.com 

01798 343883 caroline.drewett@btinternet.com  

A DIVISION OF WEST SUSSEX BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION 

FEBRUARY 2015 



Page 2 

2  

  

You have me back again because Nell received so much fan mail for 

stepping in for me last month she is insisting on demanding biscuits in 

future. I appreciate all the messages, but I have had to password every-

thing so she can't read emails and can't write any more. 

 

Sorry there is nothing more this month. Just very busy! 

 

Roger 

 

 

Nell and friend 

The swarming season will be upon us before long (yes, really; it can start in mid April, and the 

weeks fly by….) and we need to make preparations now.  Part of what we do, as a responsible As-

sociation, is to go out voluntarily and collect swarms when called on by members of the public.  

To help with that we have a list of volunteer swarm collectors on the WGBKA website. 

 

Members quite often tell us that they would like to “go on the swarm list”, which could mean that 

they want to be collectors, or conversely, that they would like to receive swarms to boost their col-

ony numbers.  It is important that the distinction is made!  If you elect to become a swarm collec-

tor it is important that you understand you need to commit for the whole season, whether you want 

more bees or not.  Being on the list is not just a way to get whatever bees you want for yourself. 

 

Swarm collectors are representing WGBKA and BBKA when they go out, so we believe it is im-

portant that we all have the right preparation and understanding before undertaking the role.  Once 

we are confident that a member has both the right training, and a commitment for the whole sea-

son, we are happy to add them to the WGBKA swarm collectors list. 

 

If you would like to be considered for the list for this year, we will ask you to attend a short brief-

ing/training session which will bring you up to date on such things as how to handle the call, infor-

mation to gather, equipment to take with you, risk assessment and precautions, insurance and li-

ability, and housing of swarms and aftercare.  The training session(s) will be set up according to 

demand.  To express your interest, please email Tom at stone.house@btinternet.com and he will 

liaise with you to fix a suitable training time. 

 

Tom also keeps “the other” swarm list, that of people 

who would like (or are prepared to take) a swarm if a 

collector needs somewhere to house one.  If you 

would like to go on that list you should also email, as 

above, making it clear which list you are referring to! 

 

 

 

mailto:stone.house@btinternet.com
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Many congratualtions to the following WGBKA members who have passed BBKA modules: 

 

Hans Weijmann, module 1 Honeybee Management, pass. 

 

Anne Dennig, module 1 Honeybee Management, pass. 

 

Gordon Allan, module 2 Products and Forage, pass with Credit. 

 

Tom Moore, module 2 Products and Forage, pass with Distinction. 
 

 

 

 

For any members thinking of taking modules this year, a reminder of the key dates is detailed be-

low.  The cost of sitting a module from March 2015 has increased from £20 to £25 and the micros-

copy exam from £40 to £45.  
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Not to be missed!  Final reminder! 

West Sussex Beekeepers Annual Convention 

Saturday 28th February 2015, 9.30am – 4.30 pm  

Lodge Hill, Pulborough. 

 

Places are selling out fast for the Annual Convention!   

 

This is your final reminder to book a place at the West Sussex Beekeepers’ Spring Convention on 

Saturday 28th February.  Details and the Booking form were sent out with the January Newsletters 

and are on the WSBKA website.  You will have seen that the Convention has again attracted a re-

nowned group of speakers to cover a wide range of topics throughout the day.  There is something 

for everyone, beginner to expert.   

 

Apart from the three main lectures there are two sessions where you can choose which seminar to 

join and it is a great opportunity to catch up with beekeeping colleagues throughout the County 

and beyond.  

 

Bookings are well up on previous years so if you would like to attend the 2015 Convention, book 

now to ensure you get a place and can attend your preferred seminars. 

 

You can also stock up on equipment and reading matter for the coming season.  Paynes South-

down Bee Farms will bring a range of equipment and books to the Convention, so don’t forget 

your shopping list! 

 

For West Sussex Beekeepers there is a special price of £20 per person.  Members of other associa-

tions and non-members, £25.  On the day if space allows, £25. 

 

Contact: Gordon Allan on 01798 343470 or email wsbkaconvention@gmail.com or see the web-

site www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk. 

 

We very much hope that you will attend and look forward to seeing you on the day.    

 

"Making Beeswax Products" days with Jim Ryan. 
  
The March edition of the newsletter will contain reviews of the above demonstrations.  So those 

who were unable to attend will get a flavour of what went on.  
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The following item was forwarded by one of our Committee members.  The member did not pose 

the original question that this article responds to.  This is an item for interest only, the Committee 

is not passing comment on the content. 
 

Latest update from FERA on using MAQS and Oxalic Acid: "Integrated Pest Management re-

quires updating. 

 

The VMD update their advice on medicines from time to time and as you have spotted their guid-

ance changed between 2011 and 2013.  The leaflet will be on an update cycle, but I cannot say 

where on the list it is as we are working through a large number of updates due to the recent 

Agency change. 

 

As per Veterinary Medicine Regulations at the present time the only legal use of oxalic acid for 

the treatment of varroa is via products available through the EU Veterinary Medicines Cascade.   

 

The most readily available product is API-Bioxal since “Bee Vet” hold this in stock and will issue 

appropriate prescription/documentation to meet the legal requirements to supply this product under 

the cascade.  Other veterinary practices will supply products under the EU Cascade but this does 

rely on you finding a local Vet that is familiar with bees (the VMD may be able to suggest a local 

Vet prepared to offer this service). 

 

The issue with the unapproved prepared solutions, which may be bought from some bee equip-

ment suppliers, is that they are all of slightly varying concentrations, shelf life, use by dates and 

storage conditions are all a bit variable (and oxalic solution does degrade easily and become harm-

ful with elevated HMF levels) and so only freshly prepared solution guarantees low/safe or effec-

tively zero HMF levels.  All the EU approved oxalic preparations are based on a mix before use, 

use immediately and then discard leftover solution regime.  The unapproved solutions also all have 

slightly varying instructions and none have been properly tested and reviewed. 

 

The VMD is increasing its vigilance of products making medicinal claims for the treatment of bees 

and that haven’t been through an approval process.  I believe that you will find that a number of 

“hive cleansers”, which have in the past made medicinal claims or indicated that the treatment is 

applied to the bees rather than to the hive components, will in 2015 either have changed packaging 

removing these claims or will no longer be available depending on individual circumstances. 

 

Just as a side note.  It is unwise for beekeepers to use oxalic acid treatments if they have already 

treated the same (winter) bees with formic acid (MAQS – Mite Away Quick Strips) as this would 

effectively be a double dose of organic acid – it matters little that one is formic and the other ox-

alic – the method of action is the same and a second application of either applied to the same win-

ter bees risks high adult bee mortality through a double dose of organic acid burning the bees.  The 

bees can only tolerate so much acid treatment before it burns them lethally, much like the mites.  

Queen loss would also be a concern. 

 

Any treatments applied to a colony should be recorded on a veterinary medicines record card as 

bees are considered to be food producing livestock. 

Julian Parker 

Regional Bee Inspector, South Eastern England 
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A member has submitted this item of interest.  The article was seen in the ‘Waitrose Weekend’ 

magazine, 8th of January edition.  Further information can be found on the Soil Association Web-

site: http://www.soilassociation.org/innovationaward 

 

Bee brick wins online eco vote 
 

A building brick that doubles as a home for bees has topped a 

public online poll for best environmentally friendly invention.  

The bee brick, which has holes that provide more than a dozen 

homes for solitary bees, was named the Soil Association's inno-

vation award winner.  It's used as a conventional brick, so bee-

nesting sites can be built into external house walls.  Gavin 

Christman, co-founder of Green and Blue, the company that 

designed the brick, said: 'We're delighted to have won.  As a 

company we are dedicated to sustainable practices, and the 

topic of habitat loss is one of great concern to us.  To be recognised and rewarded for that is fan-

tastic.'  Green and Blue in Perranporth, Cornwall, hopes to see a bee brick built in to every new 

home in Britain and is working with Plymouth University to perfect its engineering.  It is also in 

partnership with the University of Exeter to firm up the ecological science behind it.  The awards 

were sponsored by the Duchy Future Farming Programme.  The votes were cast on the Soil Asso-

ciation website. 

 

 

 

Jo Laws, another of our members, has spotted this interesting little film clip on Paynes Website.   

 

Before the invention of the removable frame found in most hives of today, bees were kept in 

skeps.  This film is from 1925 and is fascinating how they were managed and worked. 

 

To view the clip, select the Facebook link on the Paynes website.  The video can be found under 

an entry dated 16th January. 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Paynes-Southdown-Bee-Farm-Ltd/167874136576099  

 

A local seed supplier is selling live wax worms for use as bird food.  I shall 

think twice before I drop Waxmoth larvae into the smoker in future! - Ed 

 

Waxworms (Galleria mellonella) are the larvae of the Greater Wax Moth -  

See more at:  http://www.reallywildbirdfood.co.uk 

http://www.soilassociation.org/innovationaward
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Paynes-Southdown-Bee-Farm-Ltd/167874136576099
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Thank you to the 61 members who responded to the online survey at the end of last year.   Al-

though only 34% of members completed the survey, at least in part, the questionnaire was visited a 

total of 175 times – once by every member?   Was the questionnaire too long for the majority? 

 

Nonetheless this is a statistically important percentage of members who 

responded and although there were no major surprises in the answers 

they will help your committee in planning the activities of the Associa-

tion in the year ahead. 

 

It was also gratifying to see that the vast majority of members felt they 

could be open with their views without feeling they had to reply anony-

mously. 

 
Q1.  Why do you keep bees?  
For the majority (78%), because they like bees.  Other reasons given include for the honey (70%); concern 
for bees (70%) and a relaxing hobby (64%).  Other minority views expressed – a challenge; fascination with 
honeybees and for pollination.  Conclusions: – hobby beekeepers with concern for the environment.  
 
Q2.  What are your reasons for being a member of WGBKA?  
For a significant number (1

st
 choice for 58%) the teaching apiary is most important with the opportunities for 

discussion (2
nd

 choice for 33%) and local training (2
nd

 choice for 25%).  Less important are access to lec-
tures (4

th
 choice for 25%), social gatherings (6

th
 choice for 30%), BDI insurance (5

th
 choice for 20%), the 

loan of equipment (8
th
 choice for 40%) and access to BBKA exams (7

th
 choice for 35%).   

Conclusions: – the apiary should remain as an important local teaching resource.  
 
Q3.  What are your reasons for attending apiary meetings?  
For the majority (1

st
 choice for 69%) to become better beekeepers.  Other rea-

sons given include, to check what to do with their own bees (2
nd

 choice for 
39%), to have questions answered (2

nd
 choice for 33%), to purchase equip-

ment (5
th
 choice for 39%) and to borrow from the library 6

th
 & 7

th
 choice for 

31% & 39% respectively.  Conclusions: – practical, hands-on beekeepers with concerns for their craft.  
 
Q4.  What would encourage you to attend apiary meetings (if not already doing so)?  
Answers include, smaller groups linked to experience and ability; special training groups e.g. queen rearing, 
swarm management, uniting colonies; groups better integrated e.g. less cliquey!  Conclusions: – integra-
tion of all members is important with smaller groups when possible.  
 
Q5.  Would you like special demonstrations and discussions?  
Overwhelming response for  ‘skills of the craft’ including queen rearing (71%), swarm management (70%), 
shook swarms (70%), comb changing (63%), making up nucs (60%) and queen clipping & marking (49%).  
Conclusions: – all will continue and new subjects will be carefully considered. 
 
Q6.  When would you prefer to attend apiary meetings?  
96% are content with the current arrangements.  Conclusions: - more of the same. 

 
Q7.  Would you like organised trips?  
55% responded positively with visits to other teaching apiaries the most popular.  Con-
clusions: - the possibility of organising such trips will be considered.  
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Q8.  What topics would you like covered at the Winter Evening Lectures?   
There was a low response to this question, but those that expressed a preference included subjects such 
as the preparation of beeswax & honey; bee health and all those topics include in the answer to Q5.  Con-
clusions: - it will remain a challenge to persuade members to leave the comfort of their homes during the 
long, cold winter evenings.  But it is important that we continue to meet during the ‘closed’ season.  

 
Q9.  Would you like to attend full or half-day workshops?  
Although there was a low response to this question those that expressed a 
preference voted in favour of workshops.  Topics suggested were as above.  
Conclusions: - The Wax Workshops have proved very popular this winter.  
Similar events will be considered. 
 
Q10. Where do you get most of your information?  
The answers are consistent with Q2 with the apiary being the first source of 
information for 55%.  This is followed by books and magazines being the 2

nd
 

choice for 35%, other members are 3
rd

 choice for 25%, the Wisborough Green website is 4
th
 choice for 

35%, the Dave Cushman website is 5
th
 choice for 32% and the NBU website is 6

th
 choice for 62%.  Conclu-

sions: - the apiary is an appreciated resource for teaching and information. 

 
Q11. What more would you like from WGBKA?  
The vast majority expressed satisfaction with the way the Association meets its members’ aspirations.  
Conclusions: - more of the same!  But you may be assured your committee will not become complacent 
and are always open to members’ observations and suggestions.  
 

Many thanks again to all those members who took the time out to respond to the sur-

vey and to those who just took a look. 
 

 

Many thanks to the Committee and especially to Graham Elliott who had the 

mammoth task of creating the survey and collating the results! Ed.   

 

 

 

The following apiary meeting dates have been scheduled for 2015.  Please continue to check email 

regularly for any amendments and ad-hoc meetings. 

 

 

Saturdays 

11 April 

2 May 

23 May 

13 June 

4 July 

25 July 

15 August 

 

Wednesdays 

13 May 

3 June 

24 June 

15 July 

5 August 

Tea will be served at Saturday meetings only if we have enough 

volunteers.  Have you replied to the emails and offered to do apiary 

teas?????? 

Timings for Saturday meetings: 

 

Gather from 1.30 p.m. 

Notices at 1.50 p.m. – you need to have arrived by this time! 

Meeting ‘proper’ starts at 2.00 p.m. 
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Caroline Drewett shares the joys and frustrations of running an out-apiary. 

 

We have had a mixed bag of weather in the past couple of weeks, with everything from a sprin-

kling of snow, bitterly cold winds, a drop of rain and some mild ‘grey days’ when the weather just 

seems to ‘hang’ and do nothing in particular.  Some days the bees will have been in cluster, and on 

others they will have been out, possibly foraging on the likes of Winter Box. 

 

I too have to apologise for the lack of article content this month.  In January’s newsletter I prom-

ised to review my 2014 beekeeping year, this will now appear in the next edition (only two weeks 

away.......!) 

 

Caroline 

 

Thanks to this month’s contributors.  If you have similar articles or beekeeping ex-

periences you would like to share, please supply articles and any photographs for 

the February edition no later than the 24th February.   
 

If you need any help submitting an article, please give me a call. 
Caroline 

 

 

We have received this information from Dr David Aston, Chair BBKA Technical and Environ-

mental Committee. 

 

At the 2015 ADM the Executive agreed to determine the regulatory agency responsible for the 

prevention of the contamination of honey with sugar and other residues; and to seek ways in which 

such contamination could be stopped. 

 

The Proposition raised at the ADM by Yorkshire BKA referred to honeybees feeding on sugar 

waste at a sugar processing plant and thus contaminating their honey. 

 

Initial contacts made with the Environment Agency resulted in a request from them for more infor-

mation and examples of such contamination.  

 

I doubt we have issues in this part of the country, but if any member 

knows otherwise please reply to David Aston’s email 

jane.moseley@bbka.org.uk  

mailto:jane.moseley@bbka.org.uk

